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the first fruits of British conquest. These offerings or cttnnt'ktiy, are
of every conceivable diversity ; gold and silver lamps, coins of all
sorts, bags of rupees, copper money, spicos, assafootida, the hair cut
from the head, frequently vowed from infancy, and yielded by some
beautiful maiden in compliance with her parent's oath.

A man who is lame presents a silver leg ; if blind, a gold or silver
eye ; in fact, there are innumerable ways in which Hindoo supersti-
tion develops itself upon this occasion. The jewels which a woman
lias worn from infancy, are voluntarily offered to the idol; she
appears with a shabby cloth before the stone god, and presents a
splendid one which has never been worn ; she tears the bangles from
her infant's little logs, and fondly hopes that the god whom she sees
in the clouds, and hears in the wind, will shower down his blessings
on hor and her's, She has haply travelled hundreds of miles, and has
accomplished her object; perhaps, before this journey, which to her
might be one of terror, she never left her village or the bosom of her
family.

The birth of a son, reconciliation with enemies, success against the
foe, the safe termination of a journey, the marriage of a son or
daughter, prosperity in trade, enjoyment of health, or the reverse of
these, are among the reasons which lead in the direction of Tripctty,
the wise as well as ignorant heathens.

The offerings are not always presented by the donor in person;
they may be sent by relations, friends, or vakeels, and they are fre-
quently sent by Gossains. A Gossain is a servant of the temple;
there are a considerable number of them. A few months before the
Brumhautooween, they set out in different directions, and on reach-
ing the country where they intend to commence their operations, they
unfurl the sacred flag of the god with which each is entrusted, Bound
this idolatrous banner the Hindoos gather, and either trust their offer-
ings to its bearer, or carry the cannikay themselves to the foot of the
idol, A sufficient number of persons being congregated, the blind
leader of the blind strikes the standard, and returns whither he came,
ia time for the nuptial anniversary.

The Q-ossains seldom are detected in stealing the cannikay in their
c$re, but doubtless tb&y derive some emolument from the pilgrims, as
ace alone suffices to secure them from trouble, taxation,

